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1
TWO-SCREEN DISPLAY DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a two-screen display
device that displays two images in different directions.

2. Description of the Background Art

Recently, a Liquid Crystal Display (LCD) that can display
a different image according to a viewing angle is becoming
popular (for example, see “Dual-view liquid crystal and
Triple-view liquid crystal,” Sharp Technical Journal, No. 96,
November, 2007). Particularly, a two-screen display device
that displays two images in different directions is applied to
not only a dual-view display device that enables plural view-
ers to simultaneously view different images, but also a 3D
display device that enables stereo display such that two
images are viewed by eyes of the same viewer in consider-
ation of a parallax (for example, see Japanese Patent Appli-
cation Laid-Open No. 2009-250994 and International Patent
Publication No. 2004/011987).

As used herein, the “two-screen display device” should
include not only the dual-view display device but also the 3D
display device. Hereinafter, a color pixel including red (R),
green (G), and blue (B) dots is simply referred to as a “pixel”,
and a monochrome pixel corresponding to each dot is referred
to as a “sub-pixel.”

There is well known a two-screen display method in which
aparallax barrier is used. In the parallax-barrier-method two-
screen display device, a sub-pixel (first sub-pixel) that dis-
plays a first image in a display region of a display panel and a
sub-pixel (second sub-pixel) that displays a second image are
regularly (for example, alternately) arranged, and a light
shielding film, what is called a “parallax barrier,” which
includes plural openings is provided on (front-surface side)
the display region. The opening of parallax barrier is disposed
between the first sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel, and a
given distance is provided between the parallax barrier and
each sub-pixel.

For example, when the first sub-pixel is located on the
lower left of the opening of the parallax barrier while the
second sub-pixel is located on the lower right of the parallax
barrier, the first sub-pixel is viewed through the opening of the
parallax barrier from the right side toward the front of the
display panel, and the second sub-pixel is viewed through the
opening of the parallax barrier from the left side toward the
front of the display panel. Accordingly, the first image dis-
played by the first sub-pixel is viewed from the right side
toward the front of the display panel, and the second image
displayed by the second sub-pixel is viewed from the left side
toward the front of the display panel.

The dual-view display device has a configuration in which
the first image and the second image are not viewed at the
same time from the same viewer by increasing a difference
between a range (angle) where the first image is viewed and a
range where the second image is viewed. On the other hand,
the 3D display device has a configuration in which the first
image and the second image can simultaneously be viewed
with eyes of the same viewer by decreasing the difference
between the range where the first image is viewed and the
range where the second image is viewed. That is, the dual-
view display device and the 3D display device have the same
basic structure. The range (angle) where each image is viewed
is defined by a size of the opening of the parallax barrier or the
distance between the parallax barrier and the pixel.

As can be seen from the above description, in the parallax-
barrier-method two-screen display device, a half of the plural

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

sub-pixels disposed in the display region is used to display the
firstimage, and other halfis used to display the second image.
Accordingly, resolution of the first image and resolution of
the second image displayed by the two-screen display device
become substantially a half of the resolution possessed by the
display device, which results in degradation of image quality.

In the parallax-barrier-method two-screen display device,
the first sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel are horizontally
arrayed with the opening of the parallax barrier interposed
therebetween. Therefore, when the sub-pixels are simply
arrayed without changing the size of each sub-pixel or chang-
ing a horizontally in-line array of the red (R), green (G), and
blue (B) sub-pixels constituting one pixel (color pixel), com-
pared with a usual display device that displays only one
screen (hereinafter, referred to as “one-screen display
device”), the vertical resolution is identical but the horizontal
resolution is a half.

In order that the resolution of the first image and the reso-
Iution of the second image are increased while the size of the
display region is kept constant, the size of each sub-pixel is
reduced to narrow a pitch of the sub-pixel, and the number of
pixels arrayed in the display region is increased. For example,
when the number of pixels is increased in the liquid crystal
display device, it is necessary to increase the number of
source lines that supply image signals to the pixels or the
number of gate lines that drive the pixels according to increas-
ing number of pixels. Therefore, a production cost increase is
generated in order to increase the resolution of the display
device.

When the pitch of the sub-pixel is narrowed in the two-
screen display device, the range (angle) where the first image
and second image are viewed is narrowed. In order that the
resolution is increased while the range where the first image
and second image are viewed is kept constant, it is necessary
to narrow the distance between the parallax barrier and the
pixel. For example, in the liquid crystal display device, when
the distance between the parallax barrier and the pixel is
defined by athickness of a substrate (color filter substrate) on
which a color filter or a black matrix is mounted, it is neces-
sary to thin the substrate, and possibly a production process of
the display device of the background art is hardly applied,
which results in the production cost increase.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide a two-
screen display device, in which an increase of production cost
can be suppressed while the same resolution as an image of a
one-screen display device is maintained.

A two-screen display device according to a first aspect of
the present invention includes, a first sub-pixel that is of a
sub-pixel for a first image and a second sub-pixel that is of a
sub-pixel for a second image, the first sub-pixel and the sec-
ond sub-pixel being adjacent to each other, each of the first
sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel having an aspect ratio of
about 6:1, and a source line that supplies an image signal to
both the first sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel. The two-
screen display device also includes, a first switching element
that is connected between the source line and the first sub-
pixel, a second switching element that is connected between
the source line and the second sub-pixel, a first gate line that
is of a gate line supplying a driving signal to a control elec-
trode of'the first switching element to drive the first sub-pixel,
and a second gate line that is of a gate line supplying a driving
signal to a control electrode of the second switching element
to drive the second sub-pixel. A parallax barrier that is of a
light shielding film is provided on the display region in which
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a plurality of sets of the first sub-pixels and the second sub-
pixels are arrayed into the two-dimensional matrix shape, the
parallax barrier including a plurality of openings arrayed in a
region between the first sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel,
which are adjacent to each other.

The horizontal width of the sub-pixel is narrow, and the
horizontal pitch of the sub-pixel is a half of the background
art, so that the first image and the second image can be
displayed with the same resolution as the one-screen display
device. Because the number of source lines is equal to that of
the background art, the increase of the production cost is
suppressed.

A two-screen display device according to a second aspect
of the present invention includes, a first sub-pixel that is of a
sub-pixel for a first image and a second sub-pixel that is of a
sub-pixel for a second image, the first sub-pixel and the sec-
ond sub-pixel being adjacent to each other, each of the first
sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel having an aspect ratio of
about 3:2, and a first source line that is of a source line
supplying an image signal to the first sub-pixel, a second
source line that is of a source line supplying an image signal
to the second sub-pixel. The two-screen display device also
includes, a first switching element that is connected between
the first source line and the first sub-pixel, a second switching
element that is connected between the second source line and
the second sub-pixel, and a gate line that supplies a driving
signal to control electrodes of the first switching element and
the second switching element to drive the first sub-pixel and
the second sub-pixel. A parallax barrier that is of a light
shielding film is provided on the display region in which a
plurality of sets of the first sub-pixels and the second sub-
pixels are arrayed into the two-dimensional matrix shape, the
parallax barrier including a plurality of openings arrayed in a
region between the first sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel,
which are adjacent to each other.

Although the vertical length of the sub-pixel is short, the
horizontal width of the pixel is a half (three sub-pixel col-
umns) of that of the background art by forming one pixel
(color pixel) column using two sub-pixel rows, and the hori-
zontal pitch of the pixel is a half of that of the background art.
Therefore, the first image and the second image can be dis-
played with the same resolution as the one-screen display
device. Because the width of the sub-pixel is equal to that of
the background art, the distance between the pixel and the
parallax barrier may be equal to that of the background art.
Therefore, the production process for the display device of
the background art can easily be applied to suppress the
increase of the production cost.

A two-screen display device according to a third aspect of
the present invention includes, a first sub-pixel that is of a
sub-pixel for a first image and a second sub-pixel that is of a
sub-pixel for a second image, the first sub-pixel and the sec-
ond sub-pixel being adjacent to each other, each of the first
sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel having an aspect ratio of
about 3:2, and a source line that supplies an image signal to
both the first sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel. The two-
screen display device also includes, a first switching element
that is connected between the source line and the first sub-
pixel, a second switching element that is connected between
the source line and the second sub-pixel, a first gate line that
is of a gate line supplying a driving signal to a control elec-
trode of'the first switching element to drive the first sub-pixel,
and a second gate line that is of a gate line supplying a driving
signal to a control electrode of the second switching element
to drive the second sub-pixel. A parallax barrier that is of a
light shielding film is provided on the display region in which
a plurality of sets of the first sub-pixels and the second sub-
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pixels are arrayed into the two-dimensional matrix shape, the
parallax barrier including a plurality of openings arrayed in a
region between the first sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel,
which are adjacent to each other.

Although the vertical length of the sub-pixel is short, the
horizontal width of the pixel is a half (three sub-pixel col-
umns) of that of the background art by forming one pixel
(color pixel) column using two sub-pixel rows, and the hori-
zontal pitch of the pixel is a half of that of the background art.
The number of source lines is a half of that of the background
art because of the configuration in which the image signal is
supplied to the two sub-pixel columns from the one source
line. Because the width of the sub-pixel is equal to that of the
background art, the distance between the pixel and the paral-
lax barrier may be equal to that of the background art. There-
fore, the production process for the display device of the
background art can easily be applied to suppress the increase
of the production cost.

These and other objects, features, aspects and advantages
of'the present invention will become more apparent from the
following detailed description of the present invention when
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a sectional view illustrating a two-screen display
device according to a first embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a plan view illustrating a liquid crystal display
panel of the two-screen display device of the first embodi-
ment;

FIG. 3 is a sectional view illustrating a two-screen display
device according to a second embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a plan view illustrating a liquid crystal display
panel of the two-screen display device of the second embodi-
ment;

FIG. 5 is a plan view illustrating a liquid crystal display
panel of a two-screen display device according to a third
embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a plan view illustrating a liquid crystal display
panel of a two-screen display device according to a fourth
embodiment;

FIG. 7 is a plan view illustrating the liquid crystal display
panel of the two-screen display device of the fourth embodi-
ment;

FIG. 8 is a view illustrating a method (dot inversion driving
method) for driving a two-screen display device according to
a fifth embodiment;

FIG. 9 is a view illustrating a method (1x2 driving method)
for driving the two-screen display device of the fifth embodi-
ment;

FIG. 10 is a plan view illustrating a liquid crystal display
panel of a two-screen display device according to a sixth
embodiment;

FIG. 11 is a plan view illustrating a liquid crystal display
panel of a two-screen display device according to a seventh
embodiment;

FIG. 12 is a plan view illustrating a liquid crystal display
panel of a two-screen display device according to an eighth
embodiment;

FIG. 13 is a plan view illustrating the liquid crystal display
panel of the two-screen display device of the eighth embodi-
ment;

FIG. 14 is a view illustrating a polarity of each sub-pixel
when a two-screen display device of the background art is
driven by the dot inversion driving method; and
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FIG. 15 is a view illustrating the polarity of each sub-pixel
when the two-screen display device of the background art is
driven by the 1x2 driving method.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

First Embodiment

FIGS. 1 and 2 are views illustrating a configuration of a
liquid crystal display device that is of a two-screen display
device according to a first embodiment of the present inven-
tion. FIG. 1 is a sectional view of the two-screen display
device, and FIG. 2 is a plan view of a liquid crystal display
panel 100. At this point, a dual view liquid crystal display
device that enables plural viewers to simultaneously view
different images is displayed as an example of the two-screen
display device.

Asillustrated in FIG. 1, in the two-screen display device of
the first embodiment, a liquid crystal display panel 100 and
polarizers 41 and 42 that are provided on a front-surface side
(visible side) and a rear-surface side are disposed on the
front-surface side of the backlight unit 50. The liquid crystal
display panel 100 is configured such that a liquid crystal 30 is
interposed between a color filter substrate 10 on the front-
surface side and a TFT array substrate 20 on the rear-surface
side.

The color filter substrate 10 includes a transparent first
substrate 11, such as a glass substrate, a black matrix 12 and
a color filter 13, which are formed in a surface (surface oppo-
site the TFT array substrate 20) on the rear-surface side of the
first substrate 11, and a parallax barrier 14 that is formed in a
surface on the front-surface side of the first substrate 11. The
black matrix 12 is a light shielding film that shields light
between sub-pixels, and the black matrix 12 includes open-
ings each of which defines a region of the sub-pixel. The color
filter 13 is a color material that is one of red (R), green (G),
and blue (B), and defines a color of the light (the light passing
through the opening of the black matrix 12) emitted from each
sub-pixel. The parallax barrier 14 is a light shielding film that
allows passage of the light passing through the opening of the
black matrix 12 only in a specific direction, and the parallax
barrier 14 is made of metal or black resin.

On the other hand, the TFT array substrate 20 includes a
transparent second substrate 21, such as a glass substrate, a
pixel electrode 24 of each sub-pixel, a Thin Film Transistor
(TFT) 25 that supplies an image signal to each pixel electrode
24, a gate line (scanning signal line) GL that supplies a
driving signal to a gate electrode of each TFT 25, and a source
line (image signal line) SL that supplies an image signal to a
source electrode of each TFT 25.

The gate line GL and the gate electrodes of the TFT 25 are
formed in an upper surface of the second substrate 21 (not
illustrated in FIG. 1). The gate line GL. and the gate electrode
of the TFT 25 are covered with a gate insulator 22, and the
source line SL and the source electrode and drain electrode of
the TFT 25 are formed on the gate insulator 22. The source
line SL. and the TFT 25 are covered with an interlayer insu-
lator 23, and the pixel electrode 24 is formed on the interlayer
insulator 23. The pixel electrode 24 is connected to the drain
electrode of the TFT 25 through a contact hole made in the
interlayer insulator 23.

A configuration and a function of the parallax barrier 14
will specifically be described. The parallax barrier 14
includes a slit-like opening 14a that is deviated from the
opening of the black matrix 12 when viewed from above. A
predetermined distance (in the first embodiment, correspond-
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ing to a thickness of the first substrate 11) is provided between
the parallax barrier 14 and the black matrix 12. In the con-
figuration, the light output from the opening (sub-pixel) of the
black matrix 12 to a direction of the front of the liquid crystal
display panel is shielded by the parallax barrier 14, and only
the light output in an oblique direction passes through the
opening 14a of the parallax barrier 14.

In the two-screen display device, each two openings (sub-
pixels) ofthe black matrix 12 are allocated to one opening 14a
of the parallax barrier 14. As illustrated in FIG. 2, when the
liquid crystal display panel 100 is viewed from the front, a
first sub-pixel (one of a red first sub-pixel R1, a green first
sub-pixel G1, and a blue first sub-pixel B1) is disposed on the
left of each opening 144 in order to display a first image, and
a second sub-pixel (one of a red second sub-pixel R2, a green
second sub-pixel G2, and a blue second sub-pixel B2) is
disposed on the right of each opening 14a in order to display
a second image.

As aresult, as illustrated in FIG. 1, the first image displayed
by the first sub-pixels R1, G1, and B1 can be viewed through
the opening 14a of the parallax barrier 14 from the right side
toward the front of the liquid crystal display panel 100, and
the second image displayed by the second sub-pixels R2, G2,
and B2 can be viewed from the left side toward the front of the
liquid crystal display panel 100.

In the first embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 1, the first
substrate 11 acts as a gap layer that defines a distance between
the parallax barrier 14 and the black matrix 12 by a thickness
thereof, because the parallax barrier 14 and the black matrix
12 are disposed on the surfaces, which are opposite to each
other with respect to the first substrate 11. Usually a differ-
ence between a range where the first image is viewed (an
angle with respect to the front direction of the liquid crystal
display panel 100) and a range where the second image is
viewed is increased with decreasing thickness of the gap
layer, and the difference is decreased with increasing thick-
ness of the gap layer. Therefore, the thin gap layer is used in
the dual-view display device that displays the different
images for the different viewers, and the thick gap layer is
used in the 3D display device in which the different images
are visible by eyes of one viewer.

The detailed configuration of the liquid crystal display
panel 100 of the two-screen display device of the first
embodiment will be described below. In a display region of
the liquid crystal display panel 100, as illustrated in FIG. 2,
the first sub-pixels (one of the red first sub-pixel R1, the green
first sub-pixel G1, and the blue first sub-pixel B1) and the
second sub-pixels (one of the red second sub-pixel R2, the
green second sub-pixel G2, and the blue second sub-pixel B2)
are alternately disposed in a horizontal direction (the direc-
tion in which the gate line GL extends).

One pixel (color pixel) includes red, blue, and green sub-
pixels arrayed in the horizontal direction. Therefore, in the
one-screen display device, an aspect ratio of each sub-pixel is
set to about 3:1.

On the other hand, in the two-screen display device of the
background art, the aspect ratio of each sub-pixel is about 3:1
similarly to one-screen display device, because of a configu-
ration in which the parallax barrier is disposed on the display
panel having the same structure as the one-screen display
device. A half of the sub-pixels is used as the first sub-pixel
that displays the first image, and a half of the sub-pixels is
used as the second sub-pixel that displays the second image.
Accordingly, in the two-screen display device of the back-
ground art, resolution in the horizontal direction of the first
image and second image is a half of the display image of the
one-screen display device.
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On the other hand, in the liquid crystal display panel 100 of
the two-screen display device of the first embodiment, hori-
zontal widths of the first sub-pixel and second sub-pixel are
set to a half of those of the one-screen display device, and the
first sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel are horizontally dis-
posed with a half pitch of the two-screen display device of the
background art. The aspect ratios of the first sub-pixel and
second sub-pixel are about 6:1, and the number of sub-pixels
arrayed in the horizontal direction is double that of the two-
screen display device of the background art. Accordingly, the
horizontal resolution of the liquid crystal display panel 100 is
double the resolution of the two-screen display device of the
background art, namely, the same resolution as the one-
screen display device.

Plural sets of the first sub-pixels and the second sub-pixels,
in each of which the first sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel
are horizontally adjacent to each other, are arrayed into the
two-dimensional matrix shape in the display region of the
liquid crystal display panel 100. Hereinafter, the horizontal
array of the sub-pixels is referred to as a “row,” and the
vertical array of the sub-pixels is referred to as a “column”. In
the following description, the aspect ratio of each sub-pixel
does not mean an aspect ratio of the opening portion of the
black matrix 12 that defines a region of each sub-pixel, but an
aspect ratio of a repetition unit of the sub-pixels arrayed in the
row direction and the column direction, and the aspect ratio of
each sub-pixel corresponds to a ratio of pitches in the vertical
direction and the horizontal direction of the arrayed sub-
pixels.

In the first embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 2, the first
sub-pixels and the second sub-pixels are alternately disposed
in the vertical direction (the direction in which the source line
SL extends). That is, a positional relationship between the
first sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel inverts in the sub-
pixel rows adjacent to each other. Accordingly, in the display
region of the liquid crystal display panel 100 of the first
embodiment, the first sub-pixels and the second sub-pixels
are alternately arrayed in both the vertical direction and the
horizontal direction. In other words, the first sub-pixels and
the second sub-pixels are disposed in a zigzag manner.

In each opening 14a of the parallax barrier 14, it is neces-
sary that the first sub-pixel be disposed on the left of the each
opening 14a while the second sub-pixel is disposed on the
right. Therefore, as illustrated in FIG. 2, the openings 14a are
also disposed in the zigzag manner.

Each of the first sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel pro-
duces one of the red, green, and blue colors. In the first
embodiment, the first sub-pixels and the second sub-pixels
are arrayed such that the color produced by each of the first
sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel changes regularly in each
sub-pixel in the horizontal direction. In the example in FIG. 2,
the red first sub-pixel R1, the green second sub-pixel G2, the
blue first sub-pixel B1, the red second sub-pixel R2, the green
first sub-pixel G1, the blue second sub-pixel B2, the red first
sub-pixel R1, . . . are periodically arrayed.

When the front of liquid crystal display panel 100 is viewed
from the right, because the second sub-pixel is shielded by the
parallax barrier 14, the red first sub-pixel R1, the blue first
sub-pixel B1, and the green first sub-pixel G1 are viewed
while horizontally arrayed, and one pixel (color pixel) is
constructed by the three sub-pixels. As a result, the first image
is viewed from the right toward the front of the liquid crystal
display panel 100.

On the other hand, when the front of liquid crystal display
panel 100 is viewed from the left, because the first sub-pixel
is shielded by the parallax barrier 14, the green second sub-
pixel G2, the red second sub-pixel R2, and the blue second
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sub-pixel B2 are viewed while horizontally arrayed, and one
pixel is constructed by the three sub-pixels. As a result, the
second image is viewed from the left toward the front of the
liquid crystal display panel 100.

In the liquid crystal display panel 100 of the two-screen
display device of the first embodiment, six sub-pixels hori-
zontally arrayed in line, namely, the red first sub-pixel R1, the
blue first sub-pixel B1, the green first sub-pixel G1, the green
second sub-pixel G2, the red second sub-pixel R2, and the
blue second sub-pixel B2 constitute a basic unit (six sub-
pixels including the red, green, and blue color pixels that
displays each of the first image and the second image) corre-
sponding to one pixel including the first image observed from
the right toward the front of the liquid crystal display panel
100 and the second image observed from the left. In the first
image and the second image and the combination array ofred,
green, and blue of the six sub-pixels constituting the basic
unit, the sub-pixels corresponding to the first image and the
second image replace each other in each row, and the two
kinds of the arrays are alternately repeated. The horizontal
resolution and the vertical resolution are determined by the
numbers of basic units arrayed in the row direction and col-
umn direction, respectively. The liquid crystal display panel
100 of the two-screen display device of the first embodiment
can also act as the one-screen display device by displaying the
common image for the first image and the second image. In
this case, the basic unit including the six sub-pixels corre-
sponds to one pixel (color pixel) in the one-screen display
device.

As illustrated in FIG. 2, the source line SL extends in the
vertical direction, and is disposed between the first sub-pixel
and the second sub-pixel, which are horizontally adjacent to
each other. Each source line SL is configured to supply the
image signal to both the first sub-pixel and the second sub-
pixel, which are adjacent to each other with the source line S|
interposed therebetween. Accordingly, both the TFT 25 con-
nected to the first sub-pixel and the TFT 25 connected to the
adjacent second sub-pixel are connected to the source line SL.

Therefore, the number of source lines SL is a half of the
number of sub-pixel columns, and the source line SL is dis-
posed in each two sub-pixel columns as illustrated in FIG. 2.
In the two-screen display device of the first embodiment, the
number of source lines SL is equal to that of the two-screen
display device of the background art while the horizontal
resolution (the number of sub-pixel columns) is double that of
the two-screen display of the background art.

The source line SL is disposed between the first sub-pixel
and the second sub-pixel in each two sub-pixel columns, and
the openings 14a are arrayed in the zigzag manner. Therefore,
as illustrated in FIG. 2, the row in which the opening 14a is
provided on the source line SL. and the row in which the
opening 144 is not provided are alternately arrayed in the
display region. In a certain sub-pixel row, the opening 14a is
provided in the region between the first sub-pixel and the
second sub-pixel, which receive the image signal from the
same source line SL. In the adjacent row, the opening 14a is
provided in the region between the first sub-pixel and the
second sub-pixel, which receive the image signal from the
different source lines SL.

The gate line GL supplies the driving signal to the gate
electrode of the TFT 25, thereby driving each sub-pixel. Each
gate line GL extends in the horizontal direction (that is, the
direction intersecting the gate line GL), and is disposed
between the sub-pixel rows. In the first embodiment, each
sub-pixel row is driven by the gate line GL (first gate line) that
drives the first sub-pixel and the gate line GL (second gate
line) that drives the second sub-pixel. Referring to FIG. 2, the
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odd-numbered gate line GL is connected to the gate electrode
of'the TFT 25 which is connected to the sub-pixel arranged on
the left side of each source line SL, and the even-numbered
gate line GL is connected to the gate electrode of the TFT 25
which is connected to the sub-pixel arranged on the right side
of'each source line SL (in FIG. 2, j is an odd number). That is,
two gate lines GL are provided in each sub-pixel row. There-
fore, the number of gate lines GL is double that of the two-
screen display device of the background art.

As illustrated in FIG. 2, each sub-pixel row is disposed
between the gate line GL that drives the first sub-pixel belong-
ing to the sub-pixel row and the gate line GL that drives the
second sub-pixel. In other words, two gate lines GL that drive
one sub-pixel row are disposed such that the sub-pixel row is
interposed therebetween. Therefore, the two gate lines GL are
provided between the sub-pixel rows.

In the two-screen display device of the first embodiment,
the horizontal width of each sub-pixel is a half of that of the
two-screen display device of the background art, the aspect
ratio is set to about 6:1, and the number of sub-pixels hori-
zontally disposed is double that of the two-screen display
device of the background art. Therefore, while a size of the
display region is maintained, the horizontal resolution is
double that of the two-screen display device of the back-
ground art, namely, equal to that of the one-screen display
device.

The firstimage and the second image can be displayed with
the same resolution as the one-screen display device. For
example, in the two-screen display device of the background
art, the image displayed by VGA (640x480) on the one-
screen display device is displayed by 2VGA (320x480). On
the other hand, in the two-screen display device of the first
embodiment, the image displayed by VGA (640x480) on the
one-screen display device can directly be displayed as the
VGA image.

In the liquid crystal display panel 100 of the two-screen
display device of the first embodiment, because the six sub-
pixels corresponding to the red, green, and blue sub-pixels
observed on the right and left is constructed by the six sub-
pixels that are horizontally arrayed in line, the aspect ratio of
each sub-pixel is set to about 6:1, whereby the one pixel
constructed by the red, green, and blue sub-pixels is formed
into a substantially square shape in which the aspect ratio is
about 1:1. In other words, a ratio of pitches of the horizon-
tally- and vertically-arrayed pixels including the red, green
and blue sub-pixels is about 1:1. Accordingly, image infor-
mation, which is generally produced on the assumption that
an image is displayed on a display device including the pixels
each of which is formed into the substantially square shape
having the aspect ratio of about 1:1, can be displayed as the
image having the assumed aspect ratio. For a use application
in which a slight deformation is allowed with respect to the
aspect ratio of the displayed visual information, it is not
always necessary to set the aspect ratio of each sub-pixel to
about 6:1.

Because of the configuration in which the image signal is
supplied from the one source line SL to the two sub-pixel
columns, the number of source lines SL is kept same as the
background art even if the horizontal resolution is double that
of'the two-screen display device of the background art. There-
fore, the number of image-signal output circuits (ICs) may be
equal to that of the two-screen display device of the back-
ground art.

On the other hand, because the first sub-pixel and the
second sub-pixel are driven using the separate gate lines GL.
in each sub-pixel row, the number of gate lines GL is double
that of the two-screen display device of the background art. In
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the display device in which each pixel is constructed by the
red, green and blue sub-pixels, each pixel is driven using one
gate wiring and three source wirings. In the case in which the
horizontal resolution is doubled, like the first embodiment,
the number of gate wirings is doubled while the number of
source wirings is kept constant rather than the number of
source wirings is doubled while the number of gate wirings is
kept constant, which allows the number of necessary wirings
to be reduced to produce the liquid crystal display panel 100
at relatively low cost.

Second Embodiment

FIGS. 3 and 4 are views illustrating a configuration of a
liquid crystal display device that is of a two-screen display
device according to a second embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 3 is a sectional view of the two-screen display
device, and FIG. 4 is a plan view of the liquid crystal display
panel 100.

In the first embodiment, the first sub-pixels and the second
sub-pixels are arrayed such that the color produced by each of
the first sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel changes horizon-
tally in each one sub-pixel. On the other hand, in the second
embodiment, the first sub-pixels and the second sub-pixels
are arrayed such that the color produced by each of the first
sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel changes regularly in each
two sub-pixels. Specifically, the first sub-pixel and the second
sub-pixel, which receive the image signal from the same
source line SL, are formed in the same color. Other configu-
rations of the second embodiment are identical to those of the
first embodiment.

In the example in FIG. 4, the red first sub-pixel R1, the red
second sub-pixel R2, the green first sub-pixel G1, the green
second sub-pixel G2, the blue first sub-pixel B1, the blue
second sub-pixel B2, the red first sub-pixel R1, . . . are peri-
odically arrayed in each row.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, when the front of the liquid crystal
display panel 100 is viewed from the right, because the sec-
ond sub-pixel is shielded by the parallax barrier 14, the red
first sub-pixel R1, the blue first sub-pixel B1, and the green
first sub-pixel G1 are viewed while horizontally arrayed, and
one pixel (color pixel) is constructed by the three sub-pixels.
Therefore, in this case, the first image is viewed from the right
toward the front of the liquid crystal display panel 100.

When the front of the liquid crystal display panel 100 is
viewed from the left, because the first sub-pixel is shielded by
the parallax barrier 14, the green second sub-pixel G2, the red
second sub-pixel R2, and the blue second sub-pixel B2 are
viewed while horizontally arrayed, and one pixel is con-
structed by the three sub-pixels. Therefore, the second image
is viewed from the left toward the front of the liquid crystal
display panel 100.

In the second embodiment, the same effect as the first
embodiment is obtained.

Third Embodiment

FIG. 5 is a view illustrating a configuration of a liquid
crystal display device that is of a two-screen display device
according to a third embodiment of the present invention and
a plan view of the liquid crystal display panel 100 of the
two-screen display device.

In the third embodiment, the openings 14a of the parallax
barrier 14 are arrayed not into the zigzag shape, but into the
two-dimensional matrix shape. Specifically, all the openings
14a in the display region are provided on the source lines SL.
All the openings 14a are disposed in the region between the
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first sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel, which receive the
image signal from the same source line SL.

Other configurations of the third embodiment are identical
to those of the second embodiment. However, as aresult of the
array of the openings 14a into the two-dimensional matrix
shape, the row including only the first sub-pixels and the row
including only the second sub-pixels are alternately arrayed
in the display region. The positional relationship between the
first sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel is identical in each
sub-pixel row.

In the third embodiment, the same effect as the first
embodiment is obtained.

Fourth Embodiment

In a fourth embodiment, a driving method suitable to the
two-screen display device of the present invention will be
described.

A problem with the drive of the two-screen display device
of the background art will be described in advance of the
description of the driving method. Generally, in the liquid
crystal display device, frequently a dot inversion driving
method and a liquid crystal driving method derived therefrom
are adopted in order to suppress generation of a flicker (flicker
in image) caused by AC drive of the liquid crystal. In the dot
inversion driving method, a polarity of the image signal sup-
plied to the source line is inverted in each gate line, and the
polarities of the image signals are reversed each other in the
source lines adjacent to each other.

FIG. 14 is a view illustrating the positive (+)/negative (-)
polarity (hereinafter sometimes also simply referred to as a
“sub-pixel polarity”) of the image signal supplied to each
sub-pixel when the two-screen display device of the back-
ground art is driven by the dot inversion driving method. In
the two-screen display device of the background art, each
sub-pixel column receives the image signal from the indi-
vidual source line SL, and each sub-pixel row is driven by the
individual gate line GL, whereby the polarity of the image
signal is inverted in each sub-pixel in both the vertical direc-
tion (column direction) and the horizontal direction (row
direction).

For example, it is assumed that, in a certain frame, the
polarity of the image signal is sequentially changed into +, —,
+, =, +, . . . from the sub-pixel driven by a jth gate line GL; in
the sub-pixel column that receives the image signal from an
ith source line SL, as illustrated in FIG. 14. In this case, in the
sub-pixel column that receives the image signal from an (i+1)
th sourceline SL,, ,, the polarity of the image signal is sequen-
tially changed into —, +, —, +, —, . . . from the sub-pixel driven
by the jth gate line GL;. Similarly, the polarity of the image
signal is sequentially changed into +, —, +, —, +, . . . from the
gate line GL,; in a source line SL,, ,, and the polarity of the
image signal is sequentially changed into —, +, —, +, —, . . .
from the gate line GL,; in a source line SL,, ;. Because the
polarity of each sub-pixel is inverted in each frame, the polar-
ity of each sub-pixel becomes the reverse of the state in FIG.
14 in the next frame.

In the one-screen display device, the generation of the
flicker is effectively suppressed by alternately setting the
polarities of the sub-pixels. However, the insufficient effect is
obtained in the two-screen display device of the background
art in FIG. 14.

In the example in FIG. 14, all the first sub-pixels (the red
first sub-pixel R1, the green first sub-pixel G1, and the blue
first sub-pixel B1) have the positive polarity (+), and all the
second sub-pixels (the red second sub-pixel R2, the green
second sub-pixel G2, and the blue second sub-pixel B2) have
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the negative polarity (-). Accordingly, the first image is dis-
played only by the sub-pixels having the positive polarity and
the second pixel is displayed only by the sub-pixels having the
negative polarity. In the next frame, the first image is dis-
played only by the sub-pixels having the negative polarity,
and the second pixel is displayed only by the sub-pixels
having the positive polarity. That is, the first image and the
second image are displayed only by the sub-pixels having the
same polarity in each frame. In this case, the flicker is gener-
ated even if a slight deviation is generated in the driving
signal.

In the two-screen display device having the same configu-
ration as that in FIG. 14, what is called a “1x2 driving
method” is well known as a method for suppressing the gen-
eration of the flicker. In the 1x2 driving method, the polarity
of the image signal supplied to the source line is inverted in
each two gate lines, and the polarities of the image signals are
reversed each other in the source lines adjacent to each other.

FIG. 15 is a view illustrating the polarity (sub-pixel polar-
ity) of the image signal supplied to each sub-pixel when the
two-screen display device of the background art is driven by
the 1x2 driving method. For example, it is assumed that, in a
certain frame, the polarity of the image signal is sequentially
changed into +, +, —, —, —, +, +, . . . from the sub-pixel driven
by the jth gate line GL, in the sub-pixel column that receives
the image signal from the ith source line SL,, as illustrated in
FIG. 15. In this case, in the sub-pixel column that receives the
image signal from the (i+1)th source line SL,, ;, the polarity of
the image signal is sequentially changed into —, —, +, +, —,
-, . . . from the sub-pixel driven by the jth gate line GL,.
Similarly, the polarity of the image signal is sequentially
changedinto +, +, —, —, —, +, +, . . . from the gate line GL in the
source line SL,,,, and the polarity of the image signal is
sequentially changed into —, —, +, +, +, —, —, . . . from the gate
line GL in the source line SL,, ;. In the 1x2 driving method,
the polarity of the sub-pixel is inverted in each frame.

That the first image and the second image are displayed
only by the sub-pixels having the same polarity can be
avoided In the 1x2 driving method. However, in each sub-
pixel row, all the first sub-pixels have the same polarity, and
all the second sub-pixels have the same polarity. For example,
as illustrated in FIG. 15, in the sub-pixel row driven by the
gate line GL, all the first sub-pixels have the positive polarity
and all the second sub-pixels have the negative polarity. In the
sub-pixel row driven by the gate line GL;, , and the sub-pixel
row driven by the gate line GL, ,, all the first sub-pixels have
the negative polarity and all the second sub-pixels have the
positive polarity. In the sub-pixel row driven by the gate line
GL,, ; and the sub-pixel row driven by the gate line GL,, ., all
the sub-pixels have the positive polarity and all the second
sub-pixels have the negative polarity.

Therefore, for the 1x2 driving method, in each of the first
image and the second image, the sub-pixel rows having only
the positive polarity and the sub-pixel rows having only the
negative polarity are repeated in each two rows. Thus, when
the first image and the second image include a sub-pixel
group having the same polarity, which is continuously
arrayed in line, linear unevenness of luminance (that is, bright
and dark lines) emerges easily in the portion of the sub-pixel
group, which results in the degradation of the image quality.

The problem is not generated in the two-screen display
device (FIGS. 2 and 4) of the first and second embodiments.
That is, the flicker and the unevenness of luminance can be
suppressed by the dot inversion driving method or the 1x2
driving method. This will be described with reference to
FIGS. 6 and 7.
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FIG. 6 is a view illustrating the polarity of the image signal
supplied to each sub-pixel when the two-screen display
device in FIG. 2 is driven by the dot inversion driving method.
Inthe two-screen display device in FI1G. 2, the one source line
SL supplies the image signal to the two sub-pixel columns,
and each sub-pixel row is driven by the two gate lines GL (the
first sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel are driven by the
different gate lines GL). Similarly to FIG. 14, the polarity of
the image signal supplied to the source line SL is inverted in
each gate line GL, and the polarities of the image signals are
reversed each other in the source lines SL. adjacent to each
other. Therefore, as illustrated in FIG. 6, the polarity of the
sub-pixel in each row changes horizontally into +, +, —, —, +,
..

Accordingly, the first sub-pixels (the red first sub-pixel R1,
the green first sub-pixel G1, and the blue first sub-pixel B1) do
not have the same polarity, and the second sub-pixels (the red
second sub-pixel R2, the green second sub-pixel G2, and the
blue second sub-pixel B2) do not have the same polarity,
which allows the generation of the flicker to be suppressed.
The generation of the linear unevenness of luminance is also
prevented because the sub-pixel group having the same polar-
ity, which is continuously arrayed in line, is not formed.

FIG. 7 is a view illustrating the polarity of the image signal
supplied to each sub-pixel when the two-screen display
device in FIG. 2 is driven by the 1x2 driving method. In the
two-screen display device in FIG. 2, similarly to FIG. 15, the
polarity of the image signal supplied to the source line SL is
inverted in each two gate lines GL (in each set of the first gate
line and the second gate line), and the polarities of the image
signals are reversed each other in the source lines SI. adjacent
to each other. Therefore, as illustrated in FIG. 7, the polarity
of'the sub-pixel in each row changes horizontally into +, +, —,
EE A U

Accordingly, the first sub-pixels do not have the same
polarity, and the second sub-pixels do not have the same
polarity, which allows the generation of the flicker to be
suppressed. The generation of the linear unevenness of lumi-
nance is also prevented because the sub-pixel group having
the same polarity, which is continuously arrayed in line, is not
formed.

Fifth Embodiment

FIG. 8 is a plan view illustrating a liquid crystal display
panel 100 of a two-screen display device according to a fifth
embodiment. The circuit configuration of the liquid crystal
display panel 100 of the fifth embodiment is similar to that of
the two-screen display device of the background art in FIG.
14. However, in the liquid crystal display panel 100 of the fifth
embodiment, a vertical length of each of the first sub-pixel
and second sub-pixel are set to a half of that of the one-screen
display device, and the sub-pixels are vertically arrayed with
a half pitch of the background art. The aspect ratios of the first
sub-pixel and second sub-pixel are about 3:2, and the number
of'sub-pixels arrayed in the vertical direction is double that of
the two-screen display device of the background art.

In the fitth embodiment, one pixel (color pixel) is config-
ured to stride the two sub-pixel rows. FIG. 9 is a view illus-
trating a relationship between the pixel and the sub-pixels
constituting the pixel in the liquid crystal display panel 100 of
the two-screen display device of the fifth embodiment. The
pixel (a pixel for first image) that displays the first image
includes three first sub-pixels (the red first sub-pixel R1, the
green first sub-pixel G1, and the blue first sub-pixel B1)
located at vertices of a triangle illustrated by a dashed line in
FIG. 9. The pixel (a pixel for second image) that displays the
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second image includes the three first sub-pixel (red second
sub-pixel R2, the green second sub-pixel G2, and the blue
second sub-pixel B2) located at vertices of a triangle illus-
trated by an alternate long and short dash line in FIG. 9. The
basic unit including the red, green, and blue color pixels,
which displays each of the first image and the second image,
is constructed by the six sub-pixels having three columns in
the horizontal direction and two rows in the vertical direction.

In one pixel in the two-screen display device of the back-
ground art, the vertical length corresponds to one sub-pixel
row, and the horizontal width corresponds to six sub-pixel
columns. On the other hand, in one pixel in the two-screen
display device of the fifth embodiment, as illustrated in FIG.
9, the vertical length corresponds to two sub-pixel row, and
the horizontal width corresponds to three sub-pixel columns.
At this point, in the fifth embodiment, the vertical length of
the sub-pixel is a half of that of the two-screen display device
of the background art. Accordingly, in the pixel of the two-
screen display device of the fifth embodiment, the vertical
length is identical to that of the two-screen display device of
the background art, and the horizontal width is a half of that of
the two-screen display device of the background art. As a
result, the horizontal resolution in the two-screen display
device of the fifth embodiment is double that of the two-
screen display device of the background art, namely, the same
resolution as the one-screen display device.

Plural sets of the first sub-pixels and the second sub-pixels,
in each of which the first sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel
are horizontally adjacent to each other, are arrayed into the
two-dimensional matrix shape in the display region of the
liquid crystal display panel 100. In the fifth embodiment, as
illustrated in FIG. 8, the first sub-pixels and the second sub-
pixels are alternately disposed in the vertical direction (the
direction in which the source line SL extends). That is, the
positional relationship between the first sub-pixel and the
second sub-pixel inverts in the sub-pixel rows adjacent to
each other. Therefore, the openings 14a of the parallax barrier
14 are arrayed into the zigzag shape. Because the sub-pixels
are vertically arrayed with a half pitch of the background art,
the openings 14a are also arrayed with a half vertical pitch of
the background art.

Each of the first sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel pro-
duces one of the red, green, and blue colors. In the first
embodiment, the first sub-pixels and the second sub-pixels
are arrayed such that the color produced by each of the first
sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel changes regularly in each
sub-pixel in the horizontal direction. In the example in FIG. 8,
the red first sub-pixel R1, the green second sub-pixel G2, the
blue first sub-pixel B1, the red second sub-pixel R2, the green
first sub-pixel G1, the blue second sub-pixel B2, the red first
sub-pixel R1, . . . are periodically arrayed.

When the front of the liquid crystal display panel 100 is
viewed from the right, the red first sub-pixel R1, the blue first
sub-pixel B1, and the green first sub-pixel G1, which are
arrayed at the vertices of the triangle, constitute one pixel
because the second sub-pixel is shielded by the parallax bar-
rier 14. As a result, the first image is viewed from the right
toward the front of the liquid crystal display panel 100.

On the other hand, when the front of the liquid crystal
display panel 100 is viewed from the left, the green second
sub-pixel G2, the red second sub-pixel R2, and the blue
second sub-pixel B2, which are arrayed at the vertices of the
triangle, constitute one pixel because the first sub-pixel is
shielded by the parallax barrier 14. As a result, the second
image is viewed from the left toward the front of the liquid
crystal display panel 100.
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The source line SL extends in the vertical direction, and is
disposed between the sub-pixel columns. The image signal is
supplied to each sub-pixel column from the individual source
line SL. In the fifth embodiment, the image signal is supplied
from the individual source line SL to the first sub-pixel and
the second sub-pixel, which are adjacent to each other. There-
fore, the number of source lines SL is equal to the number of
sub-pixel columns, namely, the number of source lines SL is
equal to that of the two-screen display device of the back-
ground art.

Because the source line SL is disposed between the sub-
pixel columns, the opening 14« disposed in the zigzag man-
ner in the parallax barrier 14 is located above the source line
SL.

On the other hand, each gate line GL. extends in the hori-
zontal direction, and is disposed between the sub-pixel rows.
One gate line GL is provided for each sub-pixel row, and the
sub-pixels in the same row are driven by the same gate line
GL. At this point, in the fifth embodiment, the vertical length
of the sub-pixel is a half of that of the two-screen display
device of the background art, and the sub-pixels are arrayed
with a half pitch of the background art. Therefore, the number
of gate lines GL is double that of the two-screen display
device of the background art.

In the two-screen display device of the fifth embodiment,
the vertical length of each sub-pixel is a half of that of the
two-screen display device of the background art, the aspect
ratio is set to about 3:2, and the pixel (color pixel) is config-
ured to stride the two sub-pixel rows. The horizontal width of
one pixel is a half (three sub-pixel rows) of the background
art. Therefore, while the size of the display region is main-
tained, the horizontal resolution is double that of the two-
screen display device of the background art, namely, equal to
that of the one-screen display device. As a result, the first
image and the second image can be displayed with the same
resolution as the one-screen display device.

In the two-screen display device of the fifth embodiment,
the horizontal width of the sub-pixel and the horizontal pitch
of the sub-pixel are equal to those of the two-screen display
device of the background art. The gap between the parallax
barrier and the pixel may be equal to that of the two-screen
display device of the background art. For example, like the
configuration in FIG. 1, the thickness of the first substrate 11
may be equal to that of the background art even if the distance
between the parallax barrier and the pixel (the distance
between the black matrix 12 and the parallax barrier 14) is
defined by the thickness of the first substrate 11. Therefore, a
production process for the display device of the background
art can easily be applied to suppress the increase of the pro-
duction cost.

Sixth Embodiment

FIG. 10 is a plan view illustrating a liquid crystal display
panel 100 of a two-screen display device according to a sixth
embodiment of the present invention. In the liquid crystal
display panel 100 of the sixth embodiment, the circuit con-
figuration is identical to that of the fiftth embodiment, while a
layout of each element differs from that of the fifth embodi-
ment.

In the sixth embodiment, the gate line GL is not disposed
one each between the adjacent sub-pixel rows, but two gate
lines GL are disposed respectively every two sub-pixel rows.
Each of the two sub-pixel rows between which the two gate
lines GL are interposed is driven by the gate lines GL closer
to the sub-pixel row. Referring to FIG. 10, in the two gate lines
GL,,, and GL,,, adjacent to each other, the upper gate line
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GL

1 drives the sub-pixel row located on the upper side, and
the lower gate line GL,, , drives the sub-pixel row located on
the lower side.

In other words, the two sub-pixel rows adjacent to each
other are disposed between the gate line GL that drives one of
the sub-pixel rows and the gate line GL that drives the other
sub-pixel row. In FIG. 10, one of the two sub-pixel rows
disposed between the gate line GL, and the gate line GL,,, is
driven by the gate line GL;, and the other is driven by the gate
line GL,, ;.

In the sixth embodiment, the pixel (color pixel) is config-
ured to stride the two sub-pixel rows like the configuration in
FIG. 9. In the sixth embodiment, each two sub-pixel rows can
be disposed close to each other, so that the three sub-pixels
constituting one pixel can be disposed close to one another.

Seventh Embodiment

In a seventh embodiment, the circuit configuration of the
first embodiment is applied to the two-screen display device
of the fifth embodiment (FIG. 8). FIG. 11 is a plan view
illustrating a liquid crystal display panel 100 of a two-screen
display device of the seventh embodiment.

In the liquid crystal display panel 100 of the two-screen
display device of the seventh embodiment, the size and layout
of'the sub-pixel are identical to those of the fifth embodiment.
That is, the aspect ratio of the sub-pixel is about 3:2, and the
sub-pixels are vertically arrayed with a half pitch of the back-
ground art. Asillustrated in FIG. 9, one pixel (color pixel) row
is constructed by two sub-pixels. Therefore, the horizontal
resolution of the liquid crystal display panel 100 is double that
of the two-screen display device of the background art,
namely, equal to that of the one-screen display device.

In the seventh embodiment, the first sub-pixels and the
second sub-pixels are alternately disposed in the horizontal
direction and the vertical direction, and the openings 14a of
the parallax barrier 14 are provided in the zigzag manner.
Because the sub-pixels are vertically arrayed with a half pitch
of'the background art, the openings 14« are also arrayed with
a half vertical pitch of the background art.

Each of the first sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel pro-
duces one of the red, green, and blue colors. In the first
embodiment, the first sub-pixels and the second sub-pixels
are arrayed such that the color produced by each of the first
sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel changes regularly in each
sub-pixel in the horizontal direction. In the example in FIG.
11, the red first sub-pixel R1, the green second sub-pixel G2,
the blue first sub-pixel B1, the red second sub-pixel R2, the
green first sub-pixel G1, the blue second sub-pixel B2, the red
first sub-pixel R1, . . . are periodically arrayed.

When the front of the liquid crystal display panel 100 is
viewed from the right, the red first sub-pixel R1, the blue first
sub-pixel B1, and the green first sub-pixel G1, which are
arrayed at the vertices of the triangle, constitute one pixel
because the second sub-pixel is shielded by the parallax bar-
rier 14. As a result, the first image is viewed from the right
toward the front of the liquid crystal display panel 100.

On the other hand, when the front of the liquid crystal
display panel 100 is viewed from the left, the green second
sub-pixel G2, the red second sub-pixel R2, and the blue
second sub-pixel B2, which are arrayed at the vertices of the
triangle, constitute one pixel because the first sub-pixel is
shielded by the parallax barrier 14. As a result, the second
image is viewed from the left toward the front of the liquid
crystal display panel 100.

As illustrated in FIG. 11, the source line SL extends in the
vertical direction, and is disposed between the first sub-pixel
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and the second sub-pixel, which are horizontally adjacent to
each other. Each source line SL is configured to supply the
image signal to both the first sub-pixel and the second sub-
pixel, which are adjacent to each other with the source line SL,
interposed therebetween. Accordingly, both the TFT 25 con-
nected to the first sub-pixel and the TFT 25 connected to the
adjacent second sub-pixel are connected to the source line SL.

Therefore, the number of source lines SI. may be a half of
the number of sub-pixel columns, and the source line SL is
disposed in each two sub-pixel columns as illustrated in FIG.
11. In the two-screen display device of the seventh embodi-
ment, because the number of sub-pixel rows in the horizontal
direction is equal to that of the background art, the number of
source lines SL may be a half of the background art.

The source line SL is disposed between the first sub-pixel
and the second sub-pixel in each two sub-pixel columns, and
the openings 14q are arrayed in the zigzag manner. Therefore,
as illustrated in FIG. 11, the row in which the opening 14a is
provided on the source line SL. and the row in which the
opening 14a is not provided are alternately arrayed in the
display region. In a certain sub-pixel row, the opening 14a is
provided in the region between the first sub-pixel and the
second sub-pixel, which receive the image signal from the
same source line SL. In the adjacent row, the opening 14a is
provided in the region between the first sub-pixel and the
second sub-pixel, which receive the image signal from the
different source lines SL.

On the other hand, each gate line GL. extends in the hori-
zontal direction, and is disposed between the sub-pixel rows.
In the seventh embodiment, the gate line GL (first gate line)
that drives the first sub-pixel and the gate line GL (second gate
line) that drives the second sub-pixel are provided for each
sub-pixel row. Referring to FIG. 11, the odd-numbered gate
line GL is connected to the gate electrode of the TFT 25 which
is connected to the sub-pixel arranged on the left side of each
source line SL, and the even-numbered gate line GL is con-
nected to the gate electrode of the TFT 25 which is connected
to the sub-pixel arranged on the right side of each source line
SL (in FIG. 11, j is an odd number).

That is, two gate lines GL are provided in each sub-pixel
row. In the seventh embodiment, the number of sub-pixel
rows is double that of the background art. Therefore, the
number of gate lines GL is four times that of the background
art.

In the seventh embodiment, each sub-pixel row is disposed
between the gate line GL that drives the first sub-pixel belong-
ing to the sub-pixel row and the gate line GL that drives the
second sub-pixel. In other words, the two gate lines GL that
drive the sub-pixel row are disposed such that the sub-pixel
row which is driven by the two gate lines GL is interposed
therebetween. Therefore, the two gate lines GL are provided
between the sub-pixel rows as illustrated in FIG. 11.

In the two-screen display device of the seventh embodi-
ment, the horizontal length of each sub-pixel is a half of that
of the two-screen display device of the background art, the
aspect ratio is set to about 3:2, and the pixel (color pixel) is
configured to stride the two sub-pixel rows. The horizontal
width of one pixel is a half (three sub-pixel rows) of the
background art. Therefore, while the size of the display
region is maintained, the horizontal resolution is double that
of the two-screen display device of the background art,
namely, equal to that of the one-screen display device. As a
result, the first image and the second image can be displayed
with the same resolution as the one-screen display device.

In the two-screen display device of the seventh embodi-
ment, the horizontal width of the sub-pixel and the horizontal
pitch of the sub-pixel are equal to those of the two-screen
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display device of the background art. The gap between the
parallax barrier and the pixel may be equal to that of the
two-screen display device of the background art. Accord-
ingly, for example, like the configuration in FIG. 1, the thick-
ness of the first substrate 11 may be equal to that of the
background art even if the distance between the parallax
barrier and the pixel (the distance between the black matrix 12
and the parallax barrier 14) is defined by the thickness of the
first substrate 11. Therefore, a production process for the
display device of the background art can easily be applied to
suppress the increase of the production cost.

Eighth Embodiment

In the two-screen display device (FIG. 11) of the seventh
embodiment, the flicker and the unevenness of luminance can
effectively be suppressed by the dot inversion driving method
or the 1x2 driving method.

FIG. 12 is a view illustrating the polarity of the image
signal supplied to each sub-pixel when the two-screen display
device in FIG. 11 is driven by the dot inversion driving
method. In the two-screen display device in FIG. 11, the one
source line SL supplies the image signal to the two sub-pixel
columns, and each sub-pixel row is driven by the two gate
lines GL (the first sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel are
driven by the different gate lines GL). Similarly to FIG. 14,
the polarity of the image signal supplied to the source line SL,
is inverted in each gate line GL, and the polarities of the image
signals are reversed each other in the source lines SI. adjacent
to each other. Therefore, as illustrated in FIG. 6, the polarity
of'the sub-pixel in each row changes horizontally into +, +, —,
B N S

Accordingly, the first sub-pixels (the red first sub-pixel R1,
the green first sub-pixel G1, and the blue first sub-pixel B1) do
not have the same polarity, and the second sub-pixels (the red
second sub-pixel R2, the green second sub-pixel G2, and the
blue second sub-pixel B2) do not have the same polarity,
which allows the generation of the flicker to be suppressed.
The generation of the linear unevenness of luminance is also
prevented because the sub-pixel group having the same polar-
ity, which is continuously arrayed in line, is not formed.

FIG. 13 is a view illustrating the polarity of the image
signal supplied to each sub-pixel when the two-screen display
device in FIG. 11 is driven by the 1x2 driving method. That is,
the polarity of the image signal supplied to the source line SL,
is inverted in each two gate lines GL (in each set of the first
gate line and the second gate line), and the polarities of the
image signals are reversed each other in the source lines SL.
adjacent to each other. As with the configuration in FIG. 7, the
polarity of each sub-pixel in each row changes horizontally
into +, +, —, — 4+, +, . ...

Accordingly, the first sub-pixels do not have the same
polarity, and the second sub-pixels do not have the same
polarity, which allows the generation of the flicker to be
suppressed. The generation of the linear unevenness of lumi-
nance is also prevented because the sub-pixel group having
the same polarity, which is continuously arrayed in line, is not
formed.

A free combination of the embodiments and changes and
modifications of the embodiments can be made without
departing from the scope of the present invention.

While the invention has been shown and described in
detail, the foregoing description is in all aspects illustrative
and not restrictive. It is therefore understood that numerous
modifications and variations can be devised without depart-
ing from the scope of the invention.
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What is claimed is:

1. A two-screen display device comprising:

a first sub-pixel that is of a sub-pixel for a first image and a
second sub-pixel that is of a sub-pixel for a second
image, the first sub-pixel and the second sub-pixel being
adjacent to each other, each of the first sub-pixel and the
second sub-pixel having an aspect ratio of about 6:1, the
aspect ratio of each sub-pixel corresponding to a ratio of
a repetition unit of sub-pixels in a row direction to a
repetition unit of sub-pixels in a column direction;

a source line that supplies an image signal to both said first
sub-pixel and said second sub-pixel;

a first switching element that is connected between said
source line and said first sub-pixel;

a second switching element that is connected between said
source line and said second sub-pixel;

a first gate line that is of a gate line supplying a driving
signal to a control electrode of said first switching ele-
ment to drive said first sub-pixel;

a second gate line that is of a gate line supplying a driving
signal to a control electrode of said second switching
element to drive said second sub-pixel;

a display region in which a plurality of sets of said first
sub-pixel and said second sub-pixel are arrayed into a
two-dimensional matrix shape; and

a parallax barrier that is of a light shielding film provided
on said display region, said parallax barrier including a
plurality of openings arrayed in a region between said
first sub-pixel and said second sub-pixel, which are adja-
cent to each other

a first row in which said openings of said parallax barrier
are disposed in a region between said first sub-pixel and
said second sub-pixel, which receive the image signal
from the identical source line, and a second row in which
said openings of said parallax barrier are disposed in a
region between said first sub-pixel and said second sub-
pixel, which receive the image signal from the different
source lines, are alternately disposed in said display
region; and

the openings of said parallax barrier in the first row are each
shifted in an extending direction of said gate lines from
the openings of said parallax barrier in the second row.
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2. The two-screen display device according to claim 1,
wherein
said source line extends between said first sub-pixel and
said second sub-pixel, to which the source line supplies
an image signal,
each of said first gate line and said second gate line extends
in a direction intersecting said source line, and said first
gate line and said second gate line are disposed while
said first sub-pixel driven by the first gate line and said
second sub-pixel driven by the second gate line are inter-
posed between the first gate line and the second gate line.
3. The two-screen display device according to claim 1,
wherein
the color produced by each of said first sub-pixel and said
second sub-pixel is arrayed in said display region while
regularly changing in each sub-pixel in an extending
direction of said gate lines.
4. The two-screen display device according to claim 1,
wherein
each of said first sub-pixel and said second sub-pixel pro-
duces one of red, green, and blue colors,
the color produced by each of said first sub-pixel and said
second sub-pixel is regularly arrayed in said display
region in an extending direction of said gate lines, and
said first sub-pixel and said second sub-pixel, which
receive the image signal from said identical source line,
produce an identical color light.
5. The two-screen display device according to claim 1,
wherein
a polarity of said image signal supplied to said source line
is inverted in each of said gate line, and reversed with
respect to an image signal of said adjacent source line.
6. The two-screen display device according to claim 1,
wherein
a polarity of said image signal supplied to said source line
is inverted in each set of said first gate line and said
second gate line, and reversed with respect to an image
signal of said adjacent source line.
7. The two-screen display device according to claim 1,
wherein said parallax barrier is made of metal or black resin.
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